President’s Message... :
By Dale P. Murphy, PE :
|

American Society of Civil Engineers

MARCH MEETING ‘

When: . - . |
Tuesday — March 20, 2007 didn’t specifically take a trip to Hoover |
Dam, it was more of a 4 hour distraction
Agenda:

| was able to celebrate Engineer’s Wee|<
this year by taking a trip to the Hoover |
Dam to take in a spectacular feat of
American engineering. Okay, okay, so |

from the craps tables in Vegas, but it
still the highlight of my trip (if you don’t
count getting 4 aces at video poker). :

Social - 11:30 to 12:00
Lunch/Speaker — 12:00 to 1:00

Whéereg Suites North Having never seen Hoover Dam in person
cooL N s before | was even more impressed than |

expected to be by the scale and beauty of the dawally did blow mel

|
|
: |
Cost: _ | away. When | consider the time the dam was dedigné built, it is even
$15 with Reservations |

$5 for Government/Students
Extra $5 without Reservations

Stream Restoration Design Considerations I
|

Reservations:
Reserve by Noon Friday
March 16" on our website at
www.austinasce.org/meeting.htm

|
:

: Join fellow ASCE members at our next luncheon eearhAndy:
: Johnson, P.E., CPSEC, with Carter & Burgess spedketopic of strearr?
| restoration. All types of projects from general dadevelopment to
: roadway/bridges to utilities/drainage infrastruetunay impact existinq
| streams and require a look at stream restoraticsigletechniques!
: Regardless of the size of the creek, there arainettitical steps to take irh
I approaching a channel restoration or bank stabizaproject. Mr. |
: Johnson will walk us through the steps of this psscincluding reviewind
: the expectations of the “vested partners,” coltectfield data, making
| geomorphic assessments, preparing design alteesatequiring permitsl,
: and monitoring construction. The overall restamatiobjective is tol
| evaluate the natural tendencies of the stream eheaamd to choose
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Program:
Urban Commuter Rail in Austin
By King Kaul, PE of Capital Metro

Main Menu:
Main — Chicken Tortellini
Veg. — Eggplant Lasagna

Sponsor:(see page 4 or more info.)

Carter:Burgess

ASCE INFO/CONTACTS

ASCE National Hotline:
800-548-ASCE

Join/Update Membership Info:
www.asce.org/membership

Austin Branch Website:
www.austinasce.org

proposed remediation to fit as close as possiblba@reek’s preferences!

Andy Johnson is a Civil Engineering graduate okase A&M |
with over 33 years of engineering experience. NeHEs years were speqt
with City governments including a significant amouwi time working |
with drainage maintenance crews to solve erosioblpms. He has bee
working on bank stabilization issues since 1980 amda Certified|
Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control (CPSEC '

Mr. Johnson shares his own enthusiasm for thigestbnd Iendsu
his expertise to educating other engineers onttipie through the Caplta#
Area Erosion Control Network, an Austin-based orgation that hel
started a few years ago. This group meets to egeharformation and
learn about erosion technology through free, infdrlanch seminars and:l
demonstrations. |

Texas Section Website:
www.texasce.org
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more impressive that it was completed without dlittee technological
advances we have today.

It makes you wish that you could be part of a projeat people would
actually go on vacation to marvel at. Not that lirot proud of the
projects I've worked on during my career, but thejarity of them are
underground or are meant to only be functional moidsomething you'd
really want to send a postcard of to your grandethlThe projects we
typically get to work on are obviously very importaand necessary even
if only other engineers can admire a wastewatetrtrent plant; that is
unless there wasn’t one there at all. Wouldnligtnice to have budgets
that allowed some artistic flair to be added to typical infrastructure
projects; and I'm not sure I'm talking about a wati@nk that looks like a
golf ball on a tee. Maybe the fact that a lot ebple don't realize how
important the things we do are is a testament ¢oettcellent job we are
doing.

Dr. Robert Gilbert was presented as the Austinn8naCivil
Engineer of the Year at the Engineer's Week Bandoetother week:
Please congratulate and thank him for being anllexteepresentative of
us here in Austin. We had another great turnothet~ebruary meeting
with over 100 people in attendance to hear KinglKaE of Capital Metro
speak on the new commuter rail. Jump on the bagowand come to
this month’s meeting...all of the cool people arenddi.

By: Jamie F. Farris, P.E., YMF President

From freezing in Milwaukee, to preparing for thd&ePto bridge
designing, to bowling, to basketball, February wasusy month for the
Austin ASCE Younger Members.

On February % Jackee Lyman, Robert Scholz, Kim Patak, and

Jamie Farris traveled to Milwaukee, Wisconsin fe@ASCE Leadership
Conference The conference had many interesting and infdumat
sessions such as, “Vision of the Civil Engineerifyofession,”
“Engineering Ethics Live, “Mentoring in Engineeriigind several small
breakout sessions. The highlight of the conferdrazkto be when ASCE
National President William F. Marcuson, Il spoke the Younger
Members. His inspirational talk about goals, capreparation, employee
attitudes, taking risks, leadership abilities, apdople skills made
everyone think about what is important to themifim dnd professionally;.
On Saturday night there was a fish fry at Lakefi@rewery and later the
group went on a brewery tour and sampled the varh@ers.

The P.E. Review Courseis in full swing right now with two
classes down and six more to follow. There areexrellent slate of
instructors, including several UT professors andoesienced local
professionals. Please consider this course latethis year as a study
option if you are planning on taking the exam ia thll. There has been

Continued on Page 3




YMF - Continued from Page

excellent feedback from past students and thieesonly Austin based
P.E. Review course.

The West Point Bridge Design Contestis underway and is
open to all Austin students aging 13 to"1grade. The West Point
Bridge Design Contest is a nationwide Internet-dasempetition
intended to promote math, science, and technolalycation in US

middle schools and high schools. Brandon Hammamh @harlotte

Amato visited Bowie High School students to teaobn about bridge
design and using the West Point Bridge Design Softw On February
24" the YMF was invited to participate in the Univéysof Texas (UT)

Women in Engineeringintroduce a Girl to Engineering Day.” Four

YMF members as well as four UT students voluntedhedr time to

teach girls how to use the West Point Bridge De$gftware. Thank
you to all of the volunteers who made this dayeagsuccess.

For the February happy hour, the YMF met at Schader
Garden and went to the UT vs. A&M basketball gafteraards. There
is one word to describe the Wednesday night basketiame -
INTENSE. The game went into double overtime andeenwith
Longhorns reigning over the Aggies. Our neagdpy hour will be on
Thursday, March 22nd at Little Woodrow's (520 W. &' St) at

5:30PM. Check the website for upcoming events or if y@mve any
great ideas to contribute to the YMF.
http://www.austinasce.org/ymf.htm

Book review: Camion Del Norte by Howard Erlichman
By: Melinda Luna, P.E.

Released in 2006, Camion Del Norte: How a Serié¥atering
Holes, Fords and Dirt Trails Evolved into Interst85 in Texas by
Howard J Erlichman is a compressive history of ristege 35. The
history of the road starts around 9200 BC whemiitnected the springs
that were the logical places for the first inhatisaof the area to settle.
The Spanish and other settlers from Europe aldoweld these paths
and made their own segments and extensions. Hatle ochapters
gives specific details on how the road evolved]uding 15 maps to

construction to the evolution of the road.

The book talks about changes to road constructiethods
introduced by Thomas Telford and those introducgddhn McAdam
and how the change of slopes for drainage hadge lempact on the
construction of the road. The book also mentioiesr® Trésaguet, the
French Engineer that developed a three layer systémroad
construction along with how road conditions changéth the times.
Early bridges made from tree trunks and other locaterials and how
the roads were changed by military activity areo alescribed in the
book. In the early days of Texas, roads were raaiat by the County;
In order to accomplish this, males living in TeXatween the ages of

Continued on Page 4

illustrate the changes in this evolution. The balso ties events such as
silver mining, floods and changes in methods of dfoadge ASCE CALENDAR

March 20 ASCE Branch Membership

April 17

Jan. 26

May 15

Meeting, 12:00 PM Embassy
Suites North, 5901 N. IH 35

ASCE Branch Membership
Meeting, 12:00 PM Embassy
Suites North, 5901 N. IH 35

ACEA Central Texas

Infrastructure Design and
Construction Symposium

ASCE Branch Membership
Meeting, 12:00 PM Embassy
Suites North, 5901 N. IH 35




CONTINUING ED

June 21-22 — Austin, TX
Fundamentals of Earthquake
Engineering
June 14-15 — San Antonio, TX
Pumping Systems Design
September 13-14 — Dallas, TX
Design and Evaluation of Highway

Bridge Superstructures Using
LRFD

For more information go to:
www.asce.org/conted/seminars

History and Heritae: Book Revie\- Continued from Page

18-50 were expected to volunteer at least 10 daysaa to build and
maintain roads.

Howard Erlichman ties in the start of road projeassearly as
1839 to other factors such as the belief people tad good road
ultimately meant higher taxes as well as other lehgks that road
building faced. The book points out how the nemdstatewide expertise
led to the development of the Texas Highway Depamntpnow the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT). The book awsvseveral other
changes in engineering such as the start of theéeGmuical Department
at UT, the launching of the Materials and Test Blam of TxDOT, the
adoption of numbers for roads rather than namestlaapposition to a
proposal to reroute the road away from downtowrhe building of a
road of this length also helped to advanced paiigesmachines, caused
a need for maps, roadside parks, and even tiedtletduilding of toll
roads. The book also includes the developmerasiffbod along the IH
35 corridor.

Camino Del Norte is a book that ties a numberdebacements
in engineering together and how the building obadrimpacts the lives
for people not just along the IH 35 corridor bubtighout the state. It is
informative for both the engineer and anyone irgie: in Texas history.

March Meeting Sponsor:

Founded in 1939, Carter & Burgess is a fast-growcimgpany that offers
engineering, architectural and related servicel oier 3,000 employees
in more than 30 offices across the country. One Source, One Firil{
operating  philosophy emphasizes a close stratpgitnership with
clients over the life cycle of their projects. Frglanning and conception
to execution, operations and maintenance, our teli@an expect a
uniform experience across all offices and teamsteC& Burgess’ core
expertise resides in every major industry and ihesuanything with roofs
or walls; anything that moves people, material,rgneor water; and
anything that organizes and beautifies the landseapverything vertical
and horizontal in the built environment.

For more information, see www.c-b.com or contacbiRdonaldson at
512.314.3133 or robin.donaldson@c-b.com.




February Briefing from the University of Texas at Austin ASCE
Student chapter
By Marco Guzman

February proved to be a busy month for the Uniterdi Texas
at Austin ASCE student chapter. Our steel bridggent had the privilege
of taking the bridge and constructing it at the #xu®ranch monthly
meeting. They were able to showcase the hard wbtke team and
answer questions from interested engineers.

UT ASCE had the opportunity to assist the Austianich and
give back to the community at the same time. We tem students
volunteer their Saturday morning to help with thenaal children’s
museum event. Our students had a great time ipartiieg in the event
and felt like it was a great success that was wel organized by the
Austin branch members. We would like to thank lanBarlow for
extending the invitation to participate in the even

UT ASCE had four members attend the region sixldeship
conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin the weekend etrBary the 9.
They had a great time and felt like it was a valeiddarning experience.
At the same time we had one ASCE and two UT AEI imens attend a
seismic competition in Los Angles, California. Tiheee students spent
countless hours constructing a five foot balsa wstodcture that would
be placed on a shaker table to determine the anwfuptinishment it
could withstand. The final structure they toolctampetition weighed in
just over two pounds and was able to carry a |ddera@und 12 pounds
while being shaken.

In February UT ASCE had the good fortune of weloagrKeith
Young from Pate Engineers and Bill Doughty from Coreslab
Structures to the campus to speak with our students. We avitke to
thank both of them for their great presentationd generous donations.
The sponsorship of our meetings is something thaery important to
us here at UT. By bringing in reputable companies are able to
further educate our students about the various riypities that await
them upon graduation. Also, the support we genftbe professional
community helps our chapter grown and gives usathity do great
things within the community and the field of cieihgineering. The time
is coming to book our schedule for next year. W& aways looking
for new companies that have interesting projectsgrrat opportunities
to share with our students. If your company wdike to get involved
with UT ASCE please send me and email or give roalla

Please visit our website atww.ut-asce.org Here you will be
able to find contact information for our chapterdakeep up to data with
what UT ASCE is doing.




The " Annual Engineer's Day at the Austin Children’s Mum was
held on Saturday February M7This ASCE event received media
coverage on Channel 8, promoting ASCE and the drewent at the
museum. Every person surveyed at the event stiatéedhey enjoyed the
event and would return next year! The event goab i;itroduce young
children (and their parents) to civil engineeringdaexpand their
understanding of engineering principles throughbrittive play.

A BIG THANKS to the sponsors, who helped pay 400 museum
admission fees and cover the other event coststhanBIG THANKS

to our 60+ volunteers, who helped stuff the goodgsprior to the event
and teach 400+children with the engineering activities at theemsiv
Without the enthusiastic volunteers, the event @onbt have been
possible let alone so much fun!

The children who completed the activities receigethke-home goody
bag filled with a free t-shirt with sponsor names the back, sponsor
donated items, pencils with brain erasers, toy ttoason equipment, and
a hardhat, as well as information to help themeater the engineering
activities at home.

Applied Materials

Silver Sponsors
Baer Engineering and
Environmental Consulting

MACTEC, Inc.

Urban Design Group

URS

Bronze Sponsors

ARCADIS Lopez-Garcia Group

CAS Engineering Services Martinez, Wright & Mendez,Inc.

Duke’s Root Control McGray & McGray Land

Encotech Engineering Surveyors
Consultants, Inc. Pape-Dawson Engineers

Halff Associates, Inc. PB Americas

HVJ Associates, Inc. PBS&J

Jose | Guerra, Inc. TCB




2007 Austin Branch Civil Engineer of the Year — DrRobert Gilbert

Robert B. Gilbert is the Hudson

Matlock Professor of Civil,

Architectural and Environmental
Engineering at The University of Texas
at Austin. He joined the faculty in 1993.
Prior to that, he earned B.S. (198V7),
M.S. (1988) and Ph.D. (1993) degrees
in civil engineering from the University
of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Bob has served as the faculty advisor to the stucdleampter of ASCE
from 1996 to 1999 and from 2004 to 2007. With higdgnce, the
student chapter developed a corporate sponsorsogrgm to support
their meetings and activities and to foster tiegwiractitioners. On the
one year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, he wodrkéth the Austin

Branch of ASCE in leading 50 students and praciie to New

Orleans to volunteer in reconstruction efforts.

At the national level of ASCE, Bob served on thektborce that created
the Geo-Institute, which has subsequently serveth@snodel for the
formation of the other technical institutes. Witlihe Geo-Institute, he
started and chaired a board-level committee toseeeconferences and
is currently the first chair for a newly formed canittee responsible for
student activities. He also chaired the 2005 Gemft@rs Conference,
which brought an international audience of 2,000otgehnical
engineers, manufacturers and contractors to Austin.

Bob’s technical expertise is risk analysis and ngan@ent, with a wide-
range of applications including building foundasompipelines, slopes,
dams, landfills and groundwater remediation systeids teaches
undergraduate, graduate and professional levelsesurHe conducts
research supported by federal and state agencieprarate industry.

Recent work has included researching the performawic offshore

platforms and pipelines during Hurricanes Ivan,rikat and Rita. He is
currently serving on the ASCE External Review Pameiewing the

forensic analysis of the levee failures in New @nle during Hurricane
Katrina.

Bob is married to a local civil engineer, Lizan l6git, and he has four
children, Ben, Hope, Olivia and Graham.




2006-2007 OFFICERS COMMITTEE CHAIRS

President
Dale Murphy, PE
K Friese & Associates, Inc.

338-170

President-Elect
Kelly Barney, PE
Bury + Partners

VP-Programs
Julia Harrod, PE 453-076
Martinez Wright and Mendez, Inc.

Communications Director
Tony Buonodono, EIT
Alan Plummer Associates, Inc.

State Director
David Matocha
Hanson Pipe and Precast

385-395

Secretary
Jamie Farris, PE 416-256
Texas Dept. of Transportation

Treasurer
Curtis Steger, PE 346-818
Holford Group - Development

Younger Member Director
Robert Scholz, PE 327-684
PBS&J

Past President
Saul Nuccitelli, PE
PBS&J

327-684

328-0011

452-590p

Membership
1 David Calabuig Sr., P.E. 225-1370
Continuing Education
Craig A. Chesser, EIT 338-2716
Public Relations
Linda Barlow, PE 447-9081
; History and Heritage

Melinda Luna, PE  473-3200 x2396

Honors

Garabed Harutunian, PE 371-3535

Corporate Sponsorship

Clint Harris, PE 926-665(

UT Student Chapter Contact
Brandon Hammann 328-5771

EWeek / Student Outreach Committee

7 Laura McKay, EIT 314-3106
Website
Dale Murphy, PE 338-1704
1 Scholarship
Rose Marie Klee, PE 416-2308

Community Service
0 Stan Hopfe, PE 416-2324

Golf Tournament
Kim Patak, P.E

Nominations
Saul Nuccitelli, P.E., CFM 342-3291

) 451-7955

Newsletter Articles

Do you have an article you'd like to sub
to the Austin Branch Nesletter?
Submissions are due by the end of
preceding month and should be made to
Communications Director, Tony Buonodo
attbuonodono@apaienv.com

Want to Get Involved?

nif you'd like to get involved in Austin Brang
ASCE, please contact the chair of
tbemmittee you are interested in or the Bra
fPesident for more information.
no

Update Your ASCE Contact Info

h  The Austin Branch sends out the vast
hemajority of our notices through e-mail. If
ngyour email address changes, make sure and
update it with National ASCE. The easieft
way to do this is on their website at
www.asce.org/myprofile

Austin Branch Sponsorships

2007 Austin Branch sponsorships are

available. Sponsors get advertising in
Newsletter, on our Website, or during
meeting, with distribution to over 900 Aus
area engineers. See our web
(www.austinasce.ojgor more information.

Branch Meeting Speakers

Olhe Austin Branch is always looking for go
ppresentations for our monthly meetings. |If y
are interested in giving a technical presentq
ior have a recommendation for a presentg
Sieease contact our VP-Programs, Julia Harr

nd
ou
tion
tion
hd.

The Austin Branch Newsletter
is published monthly, except
in July and August.

Austin Branch - ASCE
c/o Tony Buonodono
6300 La Calma Drive
Suite 400

Austin, Texas 78752
o

Place
Postage
Here




