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FEBRUARY MEETING 
When: 
 Tuesday – February 20, 2007 
 

Agenda: 
 Social - 11:30 to 12:00 
 Lunch/Speaker – 12:00 to 1:00 
 

Where: 
 Embassy Suites North 
 5901 N. IH 35 
 

Cost: 
 $15 with Reservations 
 $5 for Government/Students 
 Extra $5 without Reservations 
 

Reservations: 
Reserve by Noon Friday  
February 16th on our website at 
www.austinasce.org/meeting.htm 

 

Program: 
Urban Commuter Rail in Austin 
By King Kaul, PE of Capital Metro 

 

Main Menu: 
 Main – Chicken Enchiladas 
 Veg. – Stuffed Zucchini 
 

Sponsor: (see page 5 or more info.) 
 

 

ASCE INFO/CONTACTS 
 
ASCE National Hotline: 
 800-548-ASCE 
Join/Update Membership Info: 
 www.asce.org/membership 
 

Austin Branch Website: 
 www.austinasce.org 
 

Texas Section Website: 
 www.texasce.org  

Continued on Page 2 

President’s Message… 
By Dale P. Murphy, PE 
 
Wow, the beginning of the year is a really busy time for us here in the 
Austin Branch.  From the end of January to the beginning of March, the 
Branch has had or will have events including: Capital Area Food Bank 
Volunteer Day (1/27), the Austin Children’s Museum Event (2/17), 
Younger Member participation at Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day at 
UT (2/24), the Bowl for Kids Sake fundraiser for Big Brothers Big Sisters 
(2/24), Younger Member trip to the UT vs. Texas A&M basketball game 
(2/27), and the Engineer’s Week Banquet (3/3).  If you are one of the 
multitude of members who has or is helping with these events…thank you 
very much for your efforts!!  If you’re not, I guess you don’t care much 
about hunger, kids, sports, or your profession…but it’s not too late, we 
still have plenty more events coming up. 
A lot of our ‘busyness’ is due to the fact that National Engineer’s Week is 
February 18th to the 24th.  This is a prime time to feel good about being an 
engineer, tell other people about what we do, and teach children about 

Urban Commuter Rail in Austin 
 
King J. Kaul, PE, Manager of the Commuter Rail Design & Construction 
Program Management Team for Capital Metro will present an overview of 
the Urban Commuter Rail project in Austin. His presentation will cover 
the project’s history, railcar design, station platform concept, and the 
Union Pacific Railroad overpass. He will discuss what the public can 
expect in terms of project milestones and will answer any questions 
concerning the rail project.  
 
Prior to his assignment as Manager of the Commuter Rail Design and 
Construction Program, Mr. Kaul headed the Greater Austin Program at 
Capital Metro which included execution of transportation and transit 
improvement projects within the City of Austin and the suburban 
communities.  He has also managed the design and construction of major 
park and ride facilities within the Capital Metro service area.  Mr. Kaul 
has varied experience in the management of transportation projects 
including engineering design, and integrated program management of 
large transit projects 
 
Mr. Kaul earned his M.S. in Civil Engineering from University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst.  ASCE is proud to boast Mr. Kaul as one of its 
members. Mr. Kaul is also a member of the Project Management Institute 
and the Institute of Transportation Engineers. 
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engineering.  I know, it’s kind of a pain getting all of those Happy 
Engineer’s Week cards, presents, and flowers; not to mention signing all 
of those autographs; but it’s the price of fame we all have to pay.   
 
ASCE and our members participate in the Central Texas Eweek 
Committee, whose mission is to encourage school children to pursue 
technology careers by providing role models from the local engineering 
community.  They look for engineers to go to schools and give talks about 
engineering and the engineering profession starting during Engineer’s 
Week and going until the end of the school year.  They will help find and 
schedule the schools and will provide training and ideas for what could be 
covered during a classroom visit.  If you are interested in volunteering 
please go to www.centexeweek.org.   
 
Last month’s Branch meeting was a success; even after having to 
reschedule the meeting so we could all stay home and watch the 
weathermen debate the difference between freezing rain and sleet.  We 
still had over 100 people in attendance for the rescheduled meeting to hear 
Mr. Joe Ramos, P.E. of the City of Austin discuss upcoming bond package 
related projects.  I hope you will be joining us at the February meeting, 
it’ll be another good one. 
 

����������������	���	�
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By: Jamie F. Farris, P.E., YMF President 
 
ASCE is a great way to meet fellow engineers and play a part in the civil 
engineering community in Austin, TX.  The YMF links engineers who 
specialize in different areas of Civil engineering, who are reaching for 
some of the same goals, and who are around the same point in their career.  
The YMF also provides a link to the Civil engineering students at the 
University of Texas with the Austin Branch.   
 
West Point Bridge Design Contest 
The YMF is sponsoring a West Point Bridge Design Contest at the local 
Austin level and would like to invite all students aging from 13 to 12th 
grade to participate.  The West Point Bridge Design Contest is a 
nationwide Internet-based competition intended to promote math, science, 
and technology education in US middle schools and high schools. 
Participation is free. Contestants may compete individually or in teams of 
two.  The local contest will begin on January 16, 2007 and end on April 
13.  We will award the top two teams with a certificate and gift card.  The 
top 40 teams at the national level will receive a certificate signed by the 
West Point Contest Director.  For more information visit the Austin 
Branch website or contact Jamie Farris at jfarris@dot.state.tx.us. 
 
February Happy Hour 
Last month’s Happy Hour on January 13th at 300 Bowling Lanes brought 
out the “All Star” bowlers of the civil engineering community. As always, 
the ASCE YMF paid for appetizers, which helped fuel the superior 
athleticism.  Our next happy hour will be February 28th for the UT vs. 

Continued on Page 3 

President’s Message - Continued from Page 1 
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ASCE CALENDAR 
 

Jan. 16     ASCE Branch Membership 
Meeting, 12:00 PM Embassy 
Suites North, 5901 N. IH 35 

 
 

Jan. 17 ASCE Younger Members 
Happy Hour at Austin 300 
Bowling Alley 

 
 

Jan. 26      Geo-San Antonio Geotechnical 
Seminar 

 
 

Jan. 27      Austin ASCE Capital Area 
Food Bank Volunteer Day 

 

Floods between 1843 to 1870 in the Colorado River basin 
By: Melinda Luna, P.E. 
 
There were four major floods of the Colorado River recorded near the 
Congress Avenue bridge near downtown Austin.  The Congress Avenue 
Bridge was the site of the Colorado River at Austin Gauge between 1886 
and 1938.  With the efforts of T.U. Taylor and the USGS, the highwater 
marks listed on the table below were included in several documents.   
 

Date Stage (feet) Estimate flow (cfs) 
February 1843 36 300,000 
March 1852 36 300,000 
July 1869 43 520,000 
October 1870 36 300,000 

 
These floods of 1843, 1852, and 1870 would have been larger than the 
better known 1936 flood and about the same estimated peak flow of the 
1938 flood.  
 
The 1843 flood is one of the earliest floods that has an estimated flow or 
flood stage.  Texas was a new Republic at that time with battles still 
being fought and little thought was given to measuring floodwaters.  As 
far away as Castroville, the flood was recorded and noted that the rains 
produced a devasting flood and frightened the new colonists.  
 
There must have been floods recorded earlier than the 1843 flood 
because in some areas such as LaGrange, the people had a myth that 
floods of this magnitude on the Colorado River occurred every 10 years.  
There is some mention of flooding in 1833 along the Colorado River.  
But this theory of regular flooding was disproved by the flood of 1852.  
The accounts of this flood begin with the people being surprised that a 
flood arrived a year early.  The account of the steamboat the Colorado 
recorded the flood. Their account states that the steamboat set down in 
LaGrange on March 3rd and that the Colorado River was a trickle, 
making the journey to LaGrange a difficult one.  The accounts then 
record 4 to 5 days of rain in LaGrange and record the river increasing in 

A&M  basketball game.  We are meeting at Scholz’s Beer Garden at 
5:30 for happy hour and are heading to the game around 7:30.  All 60 
tickets have been sold for this event, but everyone is welcome to 
celebrate at Scholz for the pre-game rivalry and festivities.  Check the 
website for upcoming events or if you are interested in volunteering. 
www.austinasce.org. 

 

YMF - Continued from Page 2 

Continued on Page 4 
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CONTINUING ED 

 

January 17-19 – San Antonio, TX 
 HEC-RAS Computer Workshop 
 

January 25-26 – Austin, TX 
 Design of Buildings in Coastal 

Regions 
 

January 25-26 – Dallas, TX 
 Bridge Rehabilitation 
 

March 29-30 – San Antonio, TX 
 Prep of Contract Docs/Specs 
 
 

For more information go to: 
 www.asce.org/conted/seminars  

size.  This increase in the river made it navigable until the 26th of March.  
The steamboat Colorado would make two trips from LaGrange to the 
head of the raft near the coast.  The ship’s crew did their best to make the 
Colorado River navigable by clearing the river of the so-called Colorado 
River raft, a large debris pile at the mouth of the river.  The debris in the 
river was described as small buildings, cattle, and horses indicating that 
there may not have been time to warn people of the rise in river.  No 
agency existed at that time to make sure that the buildings did not get 
built in the floodplain. 
 
The flood of July 1869 was the first or second largest flood recorded in 
Texas. A number of diaries record the rapid rise of the river, indicating 
that the rain must have been quite heavy over the Pedernales and/or the 
Llano River.  The accounts record the changes in the color of the 
sediment Colorado River and drowned buffalo, indicating that the rain 
extended well upstream of the San Saba and Concho rivers. 
 
Later, in October 1870, another large flood broke the myth of a flood 
schedule.  Some of the accounts of this flood describe the many cattle 
drives that must have been interrupted by this flood.  Additionally, some 
dairies recorded that the Colorado River was impassible.   
 
These few accounts of earlier floods tell us the importance of studying 
and recording floods and their impacts.  Many of the dairies of early 
Texan settlers record minute descriptions of rainfall and the response of  
the river, providing a window into the challenges that floods brought to 
settlers in the early days of Texas.   The improvements to flood forecasts, 
along with floodplain management, have come a long way to help warn 
and mitigate the impacts of floods for people living in the Colorado River 
basin and Texas today. 
 

History and Heritage - Continued from Page 3 

Scholarship Program 2007 
By Rose Marie Klee 
 
This year we doubled the amount of scholarships given to UT students 
from 2-$1500 awards to 4 awards totaling $6000. There was tremendous 
response from the UT Student Chapter, and I hope that this program will 
continue to grow! 
 
Please help us congratulate our 2007 recipients, and keep your eye out for 
them as they flourish in their careers! 
 
$2000 Scholarships:   $1000 Scholarships: 
Christina Chen   Chris Anspach 
Marco Guzman   Alex Zhou 
 
The scholarship program is funded by your support and participation, so I 
would like to thank all of you who attend Austin Branch Continuing 
Education and other events, and all of our corporate sponsors! 
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February Meeting Sponsor: 

 

LAN is a national engineering firm offering planning, engineering, and 
program management services.  LAN is consistently rated in the top 100 
A/E firms by Engineering News-Record magazine.  As a subsidiary of 
Leo A Daly, one of the largest planning, architecture, engineering, and 
interior design firms in the United States, LAN has access to the 
expertise of more than 1,200 professionals in 22 offices in 16 cities 
worldwide. 
 

In 1935, LAN opened its doors as a small consulting engineering firm 
with big ambitions.  Over the years, our ability to attract outstanding 
personnel and a win strategic and significant projects has made us a 
recognized leader in the industry with a rich history of serving a diverse 
group of clients throughout the world.  We believe that the principal 
factors behind our success and growth have been our dedication to long-
term client satisfaction, our consistent production of high-quality and 
timely work, and our bright, focused, energetic, and innovative staff. 
 

Markets We Serve:  Construction Management, Education, Facilities 
Engineering, Federal, GIS, Land Development, Navigation, Ports and 
Costal, Public Works Engineering, Rail and Transit, Structural 
Engineering, Transportation, and Water Resources. 
 

Visit us on-line at www.lan-inc.com. 

February Briefing from the University of Texas at Austin ASCE 
Student chapter   
By Marco Guzman 
 

We’re going to nationals!  On January 13th the UT Austin steel bridge 
team packed the van and headed for Lubbock to compete in the Texas-
Mexico Region steel bridge competition.  The top two teams from a 
field of ten, eight teams from Texas and two from Mexico, would earn a 
spot in the national competition.  We placed first in lightness, stiffness, 
structural efficiency and second in construction economy and 
construction time.  UT Austin was proud to bring home the second place 
overall finish.  Our bridge weighed in at 156 lb while only deflecting 0.5 
of an inch when loaded with 2100 lbs.  Our success was made possible 
by all the companies that pitched in to help sponsor our team. 
  

The month of January saw four of our student members receive 
scholarships from the Austin branch.  We would like to thank the branch 
for their continued support and there dedication to helping the civil 
engineering students of UT Austin.  
 

On January 24th engineers from Klotz Associates were able to spend 
some time educating our students.  They spoke about the areas of land 
development, transportation, and public works.  We would like to thank 
Klotz for their generosity in sponsoring our meeting.  To keep up with 
our chapter, find ways to get involved with UT or to contact any officer 
please visit our web site at www.ut-asce.org 
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Government Employee Membership Grants – Extended Deadline 
By  Kelly A. Barney, P.E. 
 

As you are probably aware, many ASCE members are employed by a 
government agency that does not reimburse them for their ASCE dues.  
The Austin Branch Board has implemented a new program to help 
encourage participation in ASCE by those who are employed by these 
government agencies.  For 2007, the Branch will award two grants (in the 
form of a reimbursement) that will cover 2007 national and local ASCE 
dues for government employees who fit this category.  Additionally, the 
applicants must be age 35 or under at the time of the grant. 
 

The simple, one page, application forms must be turned in by February 
28, 2007 for consideration for this grant.  The primary criteria evaluated 
for granting of this award will be previous, current, and planned ASCE 
activities that the applicant has participated in.  Please see the Branch 
website for the form and additional information 
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Join us at the 6th Annual Engineer’s Day at the Austin Children’s 
Museum on Saturday February 17th! Volunteers and Sponsors are still 
welcome! Our volunteer three-hour shifts are 9:00 AM to noon and 11:30 
AM to 2:30 PM. We anticipate 200+ children will attend throughout the 
day. Volunteer training will be minimal and take place just before your 
shift. This volunteer effort is really no work and all fun! Certificates for 
PDHs will be provided. If you are interested in volunteering, please sign 
up at http://www.austinasce.org/acm.htm. Be amazed! Be entertained! Be 
the next Austin Children’s Museum Volunteer for Engineer’s Day!  
Thanks to all the sponsors who have agreed to assist in this annual event: 

Gold Sponsor Silver Sponsors 
Applied Materials MACTEC, Inc. 
 Urban Design Group 
 URS 
  

Bronze Sponsors 
Arcadis Lopez-Garcia Group 
Baer Engineering and 

Environmental Consulting Martinez, Wright & Mendez 

Duke’s Root Control McGray & McGray Land 
Surveyors 

Encotech PBS&J 
Halff Associates TCB 
HVJ Associates, Inc. PB Americas 
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Member Profile:  
 
  David Calabuig, our Membership Chair, was born and 
  raised in France.  While in junior high he developed a 
  passion for drawing bridges and decided to become a 
  civil engineer.  He went directly to an engineering high 
  school program and received his Associate degree in 
  Civil Engineering from the Gustave Eiffel Technical 
  High School.  He then went to the Institute of 
Technology at Nancy to study for his Engineering Bachelor’s degree.  
Being very active in his church, he decided to serve a two year 
proselyting mission.  At the end of his mission he met his wife-to-be, 
Rebekah Williams, from Katy, Texas.  After his mandatory military 
service in France, where he designed and managed the construction of a 
new satellite office for a volunteer organization, he married Rebekah 
and came to live in Texas. 
 

While in Texas, he resumed his studies and received his Bachelor’s 
degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Texas at Arlington 
and his MBA from the University of Texas in Dallas.  He currently 
works for HDR on the SH 130 program management team as the 
Segment 1 and 3 Design Manager. 
 

His family of five (two boys and one girl) is his favorite hobby.  He has 
been volunteering some of his spare time with the City of Pflugerville 
working on the Downtown Planning Committee and on the Capital 
Improvement Bond Committee, and with the Austin Management 
Society that he founded in 2002.  In 2005, he stepped up to the plate to 
fight hunger and got more involved in organizing the yearly Austin 
CROP Hunger Walk.  He is now in charge of arranging all the logistics 
behind this walk. 
 

The 2007 Austin CROP Hunger Walk will be held on Saturday March 
3rd and Sunday March 4th at the Roy Guerrero Park in Austin.  For more 
information or to give a donation, you may contact him directly at 
david.calabuig@hdrinc.com or at 512-225-1370.  Your donation 
supports programs that work to solve the world-wide challenge of 
hunger. 
 

If you would like to submit a member for our new Member Profile 
section, please contact Tony Buonodono at tbuonodono@apaienv.com. 

Capital Area Food Bank Volunteer Day a Success!  

Thanks to the 17 hard working volunteers who made this a worthwhile 
activity for the Austin Branch: 

Sopia Ojeda from LAN; Katherine Kortum from Halff Associates; 
Tejashri Kyle from Freese and Nichols; Jessica Turner, Ruben 
Anchondo and Ashley Hanson from TxDOT; Linda Barlow and Fadi 
Faraj from HVJ Associates; Cesar Calderon from Guerra Associates; 
Kacey Cubine and Anna Whiting from Brown and Caldwell; Javier 
Calderon, Marisol Valero, Barbara Douglass and Juan Saucedo from 
Alpha Psi Lambda at University of Texas at Austin; and Kelsea Barlow 
and Corey Bushman from Austin High School. 
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2006-2007 OFFICERS COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

 

 

 

President 
Dale Murphy, PE 338-1704 
K Friese & Associates, Inc. 
 

President-Elect 
Kelly Barney, PE 328-0011 
Bury + Partners 

 

VP-Programs 
Julia Harrod, PE 453-0767 
Martinez Wright and Mendez, Inc. 
 

Communications Director 
Tony Buonodono, EIT 452-5905 
Alan Plummer Associates, Inc. 
 

State Director 
David  Matocha 385-3951 
Hanson Pipe and Products 
 

Secretary 
Jamie Farris, PE 416-2567 
Texas Dept. of Transportation 
 

Treasurer 
Curtis Steger, PE 346-8181 
Holford Group - Development  

 

Younger Member Director 
Robert Scholz, PE 327-6840 
PBS&J 
 

Past President 
Saul Nuccitelli, PE 327-6840 
PBS&J 
 

 

Membership 
David Calabuig Sr., P.E. 225-1370 
 

Continuing Education 
Craig A. Chesser, EIT 338-2716 

 

Public Relations 
Linda Barlow, PE 447-9081 
 

History and Heritage 
Melinda Luna, PE 473-3200 x2396 
 

Honors 
Garabed Harutunian, PE 371-3535 
 

Corporate Sponsorship 
Clint Harris, PE                      926-6650 
 

UT Student Chapter Contact 
Brandon Hammann 328-5771 
 

EWeek / Student Outreach Committee 
Laura McKay, EIT 314-3106 
 

Website 
Dale Murphy, PE 338-1704 
 

Scholarship 
Rose Marie Klee, PE 416-2308 
 

Community Service 
Stan Hopfe, PE 416-2324 
 

Golf Tournament 
Kim Patak, P.E 451-7955 
 

Nominations 
Saul Nuccitelli, P.E., CFM 342-3291 
 

 

Newsletter Articles 
 

Do you have an article you’d like to submit 
to the Austin Branch Newsletter?  
Submissions are due by the end of the 
preceding month and should be made to the 
Communications Director, Tony Buonodono 
at tbuonodono@apaienv.com.  

Want to Get Involved? 
 

If you’d like to get involved in Austin Branch 
ASCE, please contact the chair of the 
committee you are interested in or the Branch 
President for more information.   

Update Your ASCE Contact Info 
 

The Austin Branch sends out the vast 
majority of our notices through e-mail.  If 

your email address changes, make sure and 
update it with National ASCE.  The easiest 

way to do this is on their website at 
www.asce.org/myprofile. 

 
Austin Branch  Sponsorships 

 

2007 Austin Branch sponsorships are now 
available.  Sponsors get advertising in our 
Newsletter, on our Website, or during a 
meeting, with distribution to over 900 Austin 
area engineers.  See our website 
(www.austinasce.org) for more information. 

Branch Meeting Speakers 
 

The Austin Branch is always looking for good 
presentations for our monthly meetings.  If you 
are interested in giving a technical presentation 
or have a recommendation for a presentation 
please contact our VP-Programs, Julia Harrod.  

 

 
 
 

The Austin Branch Newsletter 
is published monthly, except 
in July and August. 

Austin Branch - ASCE 
c/o Tony Buonodono 
6300 La Calma Drive 
Suite 400 
Austin, Texas 78752 

Place  
Postage  

Here 


